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Ruwanthie is a playwright, screenwriter and theatre director.

Her plays have been produced in Sri Lanka, the UK, Japan, India, Australia and the Philippines. Her
first play won the British Council International New Playwriting award in 1997 and was the first
Sri Lankan play to be performed in London's West End. In 2000 she was awarded the Gratiaen Prize
for best creative writing in Sri Lanka. She is a recipient of the 2001 Presidential Scholarship
awarded for theatre.

Ruwanthie’s first screenplay ‘Machan’, produced in 2008, has won several national and
international awards, including the award for Best Film at the 2008 Venice Film Festival (‘Last
Days’ selection)

Ruwanthie is a Visiting Lecturer at the University of Performing Arts, Sri Lanka. She is a founder
member of Stages Theatre Group.
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What is the DCS project?

Dear Children, Sincerely...
a conversation across generations

“Dear Children, Sincerely...” (DCS) is a research and theatre project begun in 2015 by Stages Theatre
Group that collects the stories and experiences of the generation born in the 1930s, and takes them to the
present day youth in the form of storytelling and live performance.

Under the DCS project, short performance pieces are created from extensive conversations conducted
with senior citizens, with each performance piece not more than 15 minutes long. These stories stand
alone as individual performance pieces and can also be linked together to create longer theatrical
narratives.

The generation born in the 1930s is truly a remarkable generation. This generation has memories of the
Second World War and the Holocaust. They experienced the British Empire, witnessed the fall of
socialism, the collapse of the Berlin wall, the dissolution of the Soviet Union - and the unfettered rise of
market-capitalism. They saw the establishment of the United Nations and the enshrinement of
international human rights, living through the movements for equality of women, ethnic and racial
minorities, sexual and gender minorities, castes and class.

In Sri Lanka, this generation was born during colonial times and has living memories of Sri Lanka’s
Independence. Witnessing and sometimes sculpting the turning points of Sri Lanka’s modern history,
they lived through the rise and fall of the Left, saw the beginning of the Ethnic Conflict, witnessed the two
youth insurrections, saw the beginnings of the race riots and lived through the 30 year Civil War.

The purpose of the DCS project is to encourage these senior citizens to look back critically and
reflectively on the journey of their country in order to try and understand it in retrospect. The
perspectives, memories, stories and journey of this generation, who grew up in parallel lines to the
country, are crucial to capture, in order to understand the very complex how and why of current-day
Sri Lanka.

Dear Children,

Our generation made some terrible mistakes. But we must learn to let go. Other
generations may not be doing what we would have done. Or may not be doing it in the
way we would have done it. We have to face our differences. I really feel we have to have
that confidence, in our people.

Yes, we made some terrible mistakes. We can only hope they will learn from those.
Sincerely,

(Excerpt from an interview transcript of the DCS project)
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Reviews of DCS seven decades
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Scene Breakdown

Sri Lanka in the 40s — The Story of Independence

Sri Lanka in the 50s — The Story of ‘Sinhala Only’

Sri Lanka in the 60s — The Story of the Ceylon Coup

Sri Lanka in the 70s — The Story of Youth Insurrections
Sri Lanka in the 80s — The Story of Black July

Sri Lanka in the 90s — The Story of the Big Match

Sri Lanka in the 2000s — The Story of Menik Farm
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Scene 1

Sri Lanka in the 40s — The Story of Independence
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Narration

40 s — The story of independence.

Dear children,

Our independence just came. We didn t really ask for it.
We were not really prepared for the next step.

And I don 't remember flag...
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: The duke of gloster ...// Has arrived in Ceylon. Repeat The duke of gloster ...// Has
Arrived in Ceylon...representing the crown.
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BB @D E 9cR aed B Be »®38 “God save the king”.
BBOE : God save the king.

853¢ : The king @¢8se 3.

®0® : Shave him...shave him.

DR : Save the king ec8wse ...

SIS : The king... the king...

BBSH : Save him oh...god . save him.
853¢ : Save him ¢Bz3.

OANID) : @¢8Biex’ Shave the king.
aDEo : The king . e} @8 ecBues?...
BBSH : Oh..my god.

SISt : The king... the king...
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Scene 2

Sri Lanka in the 50s — The Story of ‘Sinhala Only’

Narration

There were two peoples — singhala and Tamil The brithish brought them together,but when they left ,the
Sri Lankan government broke that convent.

The tamil people tried to negotiate,tried to negotiate ,couldn t.

The fundamental way the extreame Sinhala community is thinking is flawed.Such ancient fudeal
ideas..Why don t they understand this?who is going to tell them.?

When we switched to our languages...if only,if only we switched to the national languages — Sinhala and
tamils.Every time I look at the tamil community I think — oh my god .lost to sri lanka.Inside me that’s
what comes out. ©®
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Scene 3

Srilanka in the 60 s — The story of the “Attempted military coup”.

Narration

Dear children,

We laughed so much in our time...about everything.

About religion or politics or all of it. Everything was ultimately iaughed at.

Ithing that today you know ,it’s kind ofther’s such bitterness.Espacially in young people . Why do they take
themselves so seriously ah...?

Lady : Francis, Maurice...

Beodeed® : Sarem...

Lady : Sarem... C C., Sydney, Royce... Mattysz,...
Bedewsd® ;... Basil,

Lady : Mattysz, Basil, Terrance...

Bedeed® : Epeeds eon ewelbc.

Lady : That's right. All Christians.

Bedeed® 1 9§ B0 D8 WY ABEOCEEI 98 ¢ed 8Oy 0e® @i ODBR.
Lady : We all knew each other.

Bedeei® : 098 e ESBed as

Lady : We met at church.

Bedeei® : ¢ B0® ©»0Pe s B 93 OE.

Lady : We were all good friends.

Beodeed® : @@e®d 50 ...
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: It was a period of great fun. Lots of laughter and no one really took anything very
seriously.

: OO g »OB .OR8ced vriBed wI3s O35 @D .BedHEn .. D
BIEIBEO BB I ROBIRBC€HB OO BEO Az Bes’ m¥ .08 »H® @cd® A
@dE) Bded

Such adventure around the coup. ‘Waging war against the Queen!
Delightful!!Everyone found their own way of supporting it. Remember Mr.
Jayasuriya?
HOISRONO)
: Mr. Jayasuriya worked at SLBC.

1920 © Ome e@imEiecd BedBwrS av® o1 Bum 85360 ©1ndie s @OnS BcEed.

: He played 'Onward Christian Soldiers' Wijesoma. On air, on the day of the coup.
Poor wretched fellow got sacked.

: @58 eSS @B3.
: None of us were happy with the changes in the country.
: OB OO B0 HEOB eDmes ¢ B .aebt)D Jed ¥1®eEEE® ©BIB B8O OB LS

: Such a mess. Ask Wijesoma! Every morning we'd wake up not knowing what else
had been taken over by the govt. The Bandaranaike’s ...

t @B ...QEBEICHNWGE BP0 Ot B8@ed] OO BHOE....

: Both Bandaranaikes’ changed the culture of politics in Sri Lanka.Look at the mess
in the estates! Tell them Wijesoma, I get a headache thinking about it.

198 .8 @@0........ (B ... 000G OB ¢ ©EBO® G@IenwS Bewsis Ood

: See? Even Wholesome knows... All the coconut estates were between 300... sorry
Wijesoma...

1 @000 D0 WOBTHDH® eenE OB @md300 500 =3 Bmd e eds® ™.
ee38)® Bden ORI BuB €050 @050 0% 8 DR DRI 0@ BBy si0 @¢s3md
BaeE.

: Disastrous
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: OB »OB e U@ e Snees sOss ©®Bess.

: Because, of course, these estates kept being divided up into smaller and smaller
bits — every time a laborer on his deathbed cut up the land he owned and divided
it amongst his eight children...

: O e 8N800 ¢Nes’ DG BEHO BRI ¢B®50 08 DEE. ¢T1edI5 = e wors,
DS 3é8 & cTOB3O 5 O @R @M. DB DPIREE cHOBO @ .OBE
OEEeS SO 08B0 ..8J0ed edE ¢85 euslesd mée sl es ICEO D
@@ OV DD OO §IDES3.

:You can’t do coconut industry like that.

: 2®8c) 08,

: Thank you Wijesoma. Then the schools. Overnight change from English to
Sinhala. Overnight. I told my children — sorry my darlings you are on your own
—I'll be damned if I am going to learn how to say

Holy Ghost in Sinhala. There, I draw the line. Oh it was a time of such
shortsightedness...

11N 8 OB et Ced® MmO @0 BIwe s @@ edmedm® Bz B By mJy.

: And they were not wrong Wijesoma. ®. @edeeEE B8ue Bemdex’. They had been
left out of the corridors of power for so long. The masses...

: OO0 O HBBe®snd a8 Ded 0@y OTBO BB Bewed oy ¢S ..

: Of course! Such crowds outside the parliament. They opened the doors and there
was this huge surge...

: g5t .QED O ...808 OYB @BBS... RO BB @0y »1OwGH.

: people wanting to see to touch.

1599 820100 .9RBDN.

: There was a palpable sense of entitlement. Of ownership over those coveted
places of power where all the decisions of the country were taken — by people in
suits, speaking English...

: SWRD saw this.

: ODBEIOS @1¢® NG
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: And he just swooped in.
: B0 B8 303 DEO &aDo.
: He had turned his back on his social circles before you could say jack flash!
: 23030 DEO 3¢, 8300® ggxu3m OO S3.

: He was English speaking, Oxford Educated, he was Christian. I mean — Solomon,
West, Ridgeway Dias Bandaranaike no?

:SWRD...(?)

: Wijesoma! Can you get more Christian than that? 80 £&» §edws’ 8w »Be
Bedeed®... But he converted. He was so smart.

: DEHENCBNEE ODHBHB DO BB EDEIDD E®IEE 05D 3D.
: Ahead of all of us.

1 (B O P .80 GO OO0 O OO e s’ @ Bowe Only ©» o
Pno.

: Of course I remember. He replied "Madam, if T had to say “Arabic Only “to get into
parliament I would have."

19D ...008 anevs...

: Oh my... didn’t those dinner parties became charged over night?

Now what we are talking about? The coup... sorry... so sorry..now not...before the
coup. Who came to dinner?

: D08 @Bime.

: Of course, I was at a dinner with the head of the army, Barker. We had finished
our wine and dinner and had started on Wijesoma's pudding. He received a call
from Temple Trees.

: @086 ©» ©58e0ss ey call 90 @88 e® e s’ GBSO ) wel.

: They wanted him to go and arrest the officers who planned the coup.

: 90200 DHOB RO 1y e rr@Bies’ @B en eItV BeE.
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: Barker left immediately but he was in no hurry. He told me he would be back
soon. And he told me to keep his pudding for him.

1 0® weg B, ..
: Ultimately they all got arrested: Derrick, Joyce, Jeff, Tony.
: 80 200 ® VBT Ve N EDVe S ¢®e®...

: All of them putin Welikada. Allowed just one visit a week. Had to eat prison food.
But Colombo society didn’t let them down.

: 00 @ OIES 3w E00® B3wo.
: We'd smuggle in books and food.
: 00 @D HBB® O OO O(ERO Bed .

: It was all quite grand. T learnt how to bundle three books together to look like
one.

F O B85ede s’ ... 0008 0BDed.

: On Vesak we smuggled in ham, chicken and pork and ham.

: Oh those were interesting times.. What convolutions around religion and
language and class...?

1 OO 08 ¢ O OO ¢ OB edmel.
: There was that issue about the execution of the monk who assassinated SWRD.
He was in jail for a while — and sentenced to death. But the government were in a

real twist because they didn’t want to execute a Buddhist monk.

D O PO P e SOECE® 83wen’ »PLd; ewemO P8 e¢es’
@0 BSE.

:So what did they do? They called in Fr. Mathew Peiris, and got him to convert the
monk into Christianity. Then they killed him.

: 060 88830 @B 0530 ... 08GO WemIED 3 . OCEEI @T(Do.
: The monk. Not Fr. Peiris.
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: Aiyo Wijesoma. SWRD, born a Christian, converting to Buddhism to become

Prime Minister .. killed by a Buddhist monk who then is converted into
Christianity to be executed.

D OB @R9¢R ..20818 005 @@L .00 ewe D8 BeE & ...
eI DeDIED WIE... OGEREI ©@G(n..

:You had to have a sense of humor to have survived all this. Why are young people
so serious now days? No one laughs any more. Everyone is so serious.

: @03 el Bwwsies’ B @33 ...0@8.

: My goodness now. Sirimavo didn't want that monk’s ashes anywhere in Sri
Lanka's territorial waters.

1 BeE Yo BB @wo me @ c1®e®...

: My poor friend Barker — of the unfinished pudding — was instructed to fly a plane
out of our territorial waters and strew the ashes in the ocean. Barker took Fr.
Mathew Peiris with him. And T believe they performed the full final Christian

funeral rites for that criminal ex: monk, right up there in the sky.

: 00 0821 D(8v B&E OB B . & 8 @8 BPBHO Bwig ¢Bess vt
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Scene 4

Sri lanka in the 70 s — The story of the JVP youth insurrections.

Narration

Dear children,

The young people of the country on one side and old people of the country on the other side.

How heart - breaking .We gave young people this grand education and made then feel they can achive
anything ...and them...we could not support them...oh...the tragedy of it.

It was a disaster.the state came down so hard on the boys .it vwas a disaster.

CCeO0DI t3oBDwid Ocved 08O 0ts0@3 0028 I0CIDOT 00.:98) e #10@DE I @B DI
CCeO0Dd DB ¢ 0@ (9O FH¢ wB.003 SB» DBy wd BHE DEr1ecHelID W DI,
29O ©¢O2 2I0edE Tyt 0B 2(OF @D DOt eIl Dewimied Di1ce DI DD ¢
7. @) FaE BD 23 299 @D¢200B 3 Ded D1¢es DIB.DYedd §H3 S @802y, DIIIed D2 a0
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Scene 5

Sri lanka in the80 s — The story of black july.

Narration

Dear Chilren,

1983 was turning point.
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DCS Seven Decades

Scene 6

Srilanka in the 90 s - The story of the big match.

Narration

Dear children,

The 90s was a very complicated period of Sri Lankan history.
I can 't really believe that I've been through that period (laughs)it was such a long period of working with
,with leading political figures,that ... in this stage of my life I begin to wonder ,did it really happen ?Did we

really go through all of that?

I think that with experiences like this we...we...find ways of selecting only somethings and forgetting other
things because ...the 90 s was a very complicated period of sri Lankan history.

The Civil War in Sri Lanka 1990s Series

Part of the ‘Seven Decades Deep’story

Characters

Anchor
International Expert
Historical Expert
Current Situ Expert
Sponsorship
Scoreboard

Field Reporter
Crowd

: Akalnaka/Duminda
:Nipuni.
: Pali
: Sanjeewa
: Kalum
: Morris
: Kithmini
: Chinthaka,Pathum,Chamanee, Indika,Dulanja,Biyanka.

Setting a commentators room of a cricket match

Anchor 1 20¢0@wss 8RO A 1990 camed. Sri Lanka civil yuttha tharangaavaliya . Civil war
in Sri Lanka series. Irandu Teams — LTTE/(GOSL) Very fierce battle SC Board!

SC Board : 00830153©1983. 7th year of battle Ilangai civil yuttha thodar 1990 Complete Death Toll
— 3924013 @»E0. breakdown - 600 policemen. @¢®c 853e528 158. Muslim makkal 1166
2000 army and LTTE
Anchor : Introduce the two teams Pali.
HIS Expert : Second 8E® War. Captain R Premadasa Captain Velupillai Prabakaran
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INT Expert

Anchor

Sponsership

DCS Seven Decades
LTTE - Podi, payangaramaana team - Gurilla war tactics. GOSL - Romba periya army -
aesS snemens eg®cies. « Recently brutally destroyed the JVP
O° B e § B3 DeBtne® HEE ezl Good match. Good luck. wo...

: Easy win for GOSL
India big support LTTE v angry Indian support crucial to GOSL ...

: Nandri shaa. Sponsorship?

: 5100883 v § EBi 853 @géew main sponsor z38w® War expenditure stands at 16
Billion rupees. Sanjeewa?

Crnt situ expert : Ground situation 1987 ceasefire broken down... Rajini Thiranagama thaakuthal1989

Anchor

INT Expert

Anchor

70,000 e3Ge! dmwo @ ©8®. The 90s - Lot of tension

: 8388 @gée mSwdEed — LTTE ese Sri Lanka Match begins... (Crowd enters) At the crease
— SL Govt LTTE bowling line up sariyaana weak... Field placing konjam scattered...
egBam®Ided AERIeICCHIBRD @2538w3ed &Cws B@S B@H® e® MCv' B0 @O DB
BoE.

: (receives a call) Breakding news Suicide Bomb attack on Former Indian Prime Minister.
Rajieve Ghandi confirmed dead. Killed by an LTTE suspect.

: Prime Minister of the largest Democracy assasinated... Duminda?
What does this mean? Sanjeewa? (Crowd exits)

Crnt situ expert : (no answer)

HIS Expert
Anchor

Sponsership

Anchor

Anchor

SC Board

Anchor

: (No answer)
: Commercial break...

: 833 gée »0IDEed apPwBOE 153 DY er. Invitation to invest in war -
America/Japan/Russia/Italy/England/Israeal/China/Pakistan... Seekiram Alaiyungal

: Suddenly the LTTE looks v bayaanakai What will happen now? (Crowd enters and
exits) 1992..0VER

: Back to the match. ®5z Status Scoreboard?

:1992 - Jaffna Fort battle Denzil Kobbekaduwa just run out ... (Crowd peeks through the
wings)

: Coming to replace Kobbekaduwa is Athulathmudali ... (Crowd enters) Ippodhu pitch il...
Athulathmudali/Premadasa ...

Crnt situ expert : Interesting situation ...Vithiyaasamaana partnership

GBS aEBEcE @d®ced 8déed e claBunewinn:s b ez, Impeechment.
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DCS Seven Decades
Anchor : Excitement in the stadium... Kithmini?
Fld reporter : Lot of support for Athulathmudali. ... Educated man! es®e synemeed... Sixer...

Crnt situ expert : @§®coes 80090 emetEOsm euEBsienss. Athulathmudali — Oxford Educated,
English speaking.

Anchor F RSP 80 8O® wed 0da ecms... Very popular Ilangaiyin puthiya star 30w
£3¢02)8,830000%8 s sS esimed 80,80 D00, B3 @I WO, BN DEE WD,
32530 e d B0 0 (& v, & amd HE FRNCBYLE »@ed e D @O O
w@BN...
OH!! Fielded!
Athulathmuadli in mid pitch...
Run out!
edg®ces gum DEE.
What the... First slip!!
Sanjeewa !

Crnt situ expert : Very suspicious ... Romba es12e858... (Crowd exits) ed®cies E8ed mi... @5®c¢aes o
2CBYLE a0 BoE gécws BRun.

HIS Expert : Gnabagam irukka Sanjeewa, Last over Kobbekaduwa also run out...
SC Board :1992, ilangai civil yuttha thodar 157 polonnaruwa civilians killed Mylanthanei

Massacre — @8 ¢®8 1423 @0 @015 85edeg 0m» 35. ¢z 83ed. Thalaivan to thalaivan
Premadasa Vs Prabhakaran

Anchor : Captain to captain Two ®wozz captains... @cecs»® sweE ss3Bed ¢o... Both break the
rules Captain to captain P2P, P2P Prabhakaran, Premadasa... (Crowd enters and exits)
1993...OVER.

Anchor :1993 Sri Lanka. Civil yuddayata avurudhu 10yai Civil War 10th Anniversary!! (Crowd
enters and exits)

(congratulations)

2NBEWBB @@ EDN YO Y. @O cunning sNEWBES @CECE .

Crnt situ expert : 8. egd®coes IPKF 80025 ¢¢0 9EE520 52000530 590 @535 . @®cats e5ep02n0530 &agde
@¢0 IPKF ©dées8s. gpmds’ ed®@cses ergl OE55® e@d®ged 801éed ¢ée mdmeo.

Anchor : @@mée @®e @35 ®? Scoreboard?

SC Board :1993 — Pooneriyan yuttham
Yapanawe @»¢ae gwics Army Soldiers — 632 Navy soldiers — 135 LTTE soldiers - 469
Total Death Total - 1236

Sponsership  :10 &esc» 88E géew sOBDIBEHD B35, BHHE DS 3t TE3c0d.

INT Expert : This exciting series Gaining popularity overseas
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Anchor : Back to the match... Premadasa on crease... (Crowd enters) Prabakaran yaalpaanatthil
irundhu Very difficult to read his sedjsec.
IO eSS gBimed 80 80 dmdh. &8 SeedBc...
325360 OGE wOm»en... Full Toss! Evvalavu easiyaana ball! e®03?7?? LBW 9EE® . Is
Premadasa out?? Third Umpire...
Anchor 1 @@HO® BOEG BB eSED...
Crnt situ expert : @®c LTTE 8o ¢’ 2EOEEHe B @0 e18.

INT Expert : What a blow to the SL. GOVT!! Lots of questions around Premadasa’s departure... GOSL
— seems to be crumbling in on itself. Who will be the next captain?

Crnt situ expert : @5 20EDGS e@cece s @3, Gamini Dissanayaka... Ranil Wickramasinghe...
Ranil Wickramasinghe already warming up...

Anchor : Sanjeewa? Sanjeewa? Yaaruda idhu? »g¢ <®? DB Wijetunga...?

Crnt situ expert: Who? D.B. Wijetunga? v, 8s»® e’ 90555 igos3e.

INT Expert : Interesting choice of Captain... Mr.B. D. Wijetunga.

Anchor : D.B Wijetunga’s track record... Scoreboard...

SC Board : Thank you Aka ey »530c E1ap) 18335 92 udn cos 8535H®. Anchor DB Wijetunga
takes the crease ... First ball. Runsillai. (Crowd starts to exit one by one) Second ball.
Runs illai

Third ball. Runs illai. 1994...OVERE.

Sponsership  :denne Russiyawa Sri Lanka civil yuddaya pawathvaagene yanne Chinaya Tanki, guwan
yahana saha Mi Mi 17 helicopter genath

Anchor : Vinteresting decade ... LTTE goes stronger...
©® e0m»e0 VRS VD ©1E® i) Béc edmen... SL GOVT in state of flux... Need a new
strong captain...

What is ground situation?

Crnt situ expert : Potential captain Gamini Dissanayaka Just bowled out... New candidate ... CBK (Crowd
enters) $n®S IO DE B3N BNBWBEWBEI BHi...

HIS Expert : Her Mother was the first woman captain in the world.

Anchor : e @m®Ided eeld enE st ¢&x3¢... We have disicion akaaa... ©s5m 62%
T @dnws deve®s, CBK ippa ground la... Scoreboard?

SC Board : @23)00e0 @ed @RI Lrpodes — 10 Civilian killed. 17 Kudiramalai Fisherman kolai

Anchor : Back to the match...
CBK entering the grounds...
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Crnt situ expert : dew®s’ & 836 pEO Bed mt...Look gmo...e»cd look... Interesting development... CBK

Anchor
Fld reporter
Anchor

SC Board

Anchor

SC Board

Anchor

Anchor

offers Prabakaran’s package. Devalution of Power.
: 0B ROICed BB @08 BBSE?
: Ground situ — Everyone is waching... @550® @qéde @O0 wdudm ggdsie?
! IO OO GV E)... B3O D& eDewv s e O ey s (Crowd exits)

: April 1994 -- "Eelam War 3 begins” October 24th — LTTE Suicide Bomb attack 1 cabinet
minister ©o8Ee®x3xm) t@idmnsd Becems arpe® Podhu makkal 50 peyar kolai

1994 OVER!

1995... Scoreboard

1995 Wali oya attack — 400 Tigers killed

Yaalpaana yuttham 823 e0@¢ 8553 — 95 Tamil civilians — 150

Naveli S Peters Church attack 65 refugees killed »»we @ semiSa gwide — ei@imes 85383253
40 Mullaitheevu thaakuthal — Podhu makkal 150 peyar kolai

Total killed in the war up to 1995 — 39,000s

1995 OVER!!

1996... Scoreboard 1996 - Colombo central bank bomb attack — 88 ®5»0 @ &, 1400
DG B .

GEBD meecad gwdes - 1200 army soldiers killed

Kilinochi yuttham— 500 LTTE soldiers dead.

Dehiwala train bomb attack — e0®me 85egz3 6428 ©05r30 8D Eo.

1996...

Sponsership SRI Lanka civil yuddayata loku ayajonaya — 13veni avuruddha

1996 In 1996 the SLAF acquired seven IAI Kfirs (six C.2s and one TC.2) from Israel
Anchor - (Lunch Break) 1996 1996 — Half way through the dacade. Half time... - Lunch
break! tg 860®wis , ¢8 90 &G @@ewHBsS HEDE.

Back to the war after lunch.

Match eka balamu machang. (Crowd enters)

Everyone turns away to watch the World Cup.

: 53O ées... Scoreboard?

: Ilangai civil yuttham — Final Death Toll Report by UN Army soldiers — 23,790 LTTE
veerargal — 27,639 Indian Army — 1,155 30823 8B8¢323ecd @02 3530200 ¢es ¢wed o B35S
@»EO ué€ — over 100,000 Sri Lanka

: @ BOBBEeO OIRC BEE ©®1Ee BcDJ@mO eGwdxmd. Political leadership all killed.
B8 SBceds 838e® arBsd»dn. LTTE Child soldiers @¢oo 3.

: GéRG @0 BD RGO BPYHBOD @@ 8 & @01 Bmwd... @ 838 Cuoss a8
BEN...

Hambantota port eka. Katunayake-Colombo @398 @&e:fows. Norochcholai power
station ©2.

Maththala Airport &z». Shangri La hotel &z9. Lotus pound &z.

Nelum pokuna!
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Scene 7
Sri lanka in the 2000’s — The story of the “Manik farm”.
Narration

Dear children,

My eyes were to old. Too old what I saw.Too old to understand what I didn t see.
But let me tell you this,my dear children.

I understood one thing clearly.

@OEDIO PI0CIDOD @DDO,QDE S{CIIOE 1B BO 9l ¢EE D121V @¢Tw IO GIBwIDD DI &3eh)
$9230¢ @O 0DEIOD 8023, @@I10D1DEFI DE BE D¢ DB DBO O BE e 3Bty @D
@O0 8geses 80 123210 Beszn @¢O 08w e300 Jo ¢DIE.

Old woman :

I think it’'s my eyes. My eyes are too old for this.

I no longer understand what I see...

I will tell you, and maybe you will tell me, if your younger eyes can understand it all.

So tell me...

How do 5,000 people disappear in an instant? The sky lit up with this strange light —
phosphorous light — and then... there was phosphorus rain. And then 5,000 people...
disappeared.

Maybe there were 5,000 drops of phosphorus rain. It was like magic.

I remember being asked to run. I remember not being able to run. I remember being carried.

I remember, as people ran, they discussed if the phosphorus rain was of Indian, Chinese or
American make.

It's strange what younger people find interesting these days. Don’t you think?

The people all ran. The rich clutched their gold. The poor clutched their children. And ran...
Into the Army. Who first held us. Then herded us, bundled us, drove, dragged and emptied us...

There.

Very fast
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Lock. Lock. Lock. Lock. Lock.
Now, that I didn't see. I didn’t see them lock us in.

Because it happened very fast.

I think it's my eyes. My eyes are too old for this.
I don’t understand the barb wire fences.
We are not captives. We are just displaced.

We who used to pray in temples, with sweet smelling jasmines entwined in our hands,

there we continued to pray...

I watched the young faces around me grow ashen, old and strange. It must have been the constant
wind that whipped dust into their eyes, dust into their skin.

Ah, there was dust everywhere — on bodies, on clothes, on eyelashes, on hope, on promises, on
children, on ice-cream...

Oh!Tdidn’t tell you.

The ice-cream vans came in. Along with the supermarkets. And the super banks. And the super
brands.

Supermarkets in a refugee camp...

It must be the age of my eyes, because I don’t understand it. It looked... a little... vulgar.

Though their employees dressed so nicely. For us, I suspect.

ButT had more pressing needs than ice-cream.

There was no place to... you know... there were no toilets. Just pits.

Or one had to find a tree.

I stopped eating. I could not bear the shame of'it.

And then — god help me, the horror of this I just cannot bear — there were little children, toddlers,
babies who fell into those pits.

Little children that died. Drowning in this filth. In our filth. Little children choking and dying in
this... filth... this filth... we... god help us!

We who had prayed in temples, with sweet smelling jasmines entwined in our palms, with no god

in sight, we continued to pray..There

“Death is normal in camps” the World Health Organization said.

They must know something I don't’.
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The dead were taken out one by one. No one knew where to.
Families stood at the fence and wept.

I just. Don't. Understand. That. Fence.
I'm not being a trouble maker but I felt like a zoo animal.
Because groups “visited”. And there were “tours”.

The president Rajapaksha’s family came.
And left quickly. Because people threw stones.

Pause

Yes. I saw who threw the stones. But I will never tell you.

Foreigners came on tour too — from the UN, from the embassies...

But now only to the fence. (There were rumors that people were now calling it a farm).
And through the barb wire fence they smiled.

And took pictures.

One must smile back. It's only polite.

The foreigners left and the soap arrived.

I always loved abroad soap. My children always brought me abroad soap.

The foreigners sent us so much soap - scented soaps, luxury soaps, handmade soaps of every
brand.

..but, (bless them bless them bless them) ... these young people — even foreigners - forget the

basics.

Where was the water?

I find it difficult here. This place they call a farm.
I get lost there.

‘Zone A’, ‘Tent B’, ‘Space C'.

Orisit Zone B, Tent C and Space A?

I don't know.

And I don’t know...
what they mean when they say -
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“Weapons found! Mines galore! Buried in your back yard. Back home.”
What does that mean?

That they actually dug up mines in our back yard?

Or... that our homes have been taken away.....?

I'm sorry. I'm so old. And it is just so very complicated.

The questioning continued on and on. People taken in one by one.
Young girls always after dusk.

Pause

My eyes have seen enough to understand why.

We who had prayed in temples, with sweet smelling jasmines entwined in perfumed fingers, here
with no god in sight we continue to pray... we continue to pray

I'm sorry if T don’t remember that you came.

You may have come... many did come...

And you may have then left suddenly. Feeling sad or nauseous or faint.
Iunderstand that.

I do understand that.

And I do understand this.

Yes. My eyes weretoo old. Too old to see what I saw. Too old to understand what I didn’t see.
But let me tell you this, my dear children.

I understood one thing, clearly.

It was not. A goddamn. Farm.

232382 w138 D@ L DODwHY 1l & DD tIInw@®O P2 DT 08 0O d ¢y @P...

END
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