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“My people are modest…
there are things that we just don’t talk 
about. This is a play about three 
women’s stories:
One story, that everyone knows of…
The second story, few have heard of…
The third story, no one yet knows…
All three stories took place at 
checkpoints. 
All three stories are true.”

- Girls at Checkpoints
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“This was one of the most famous cases, 
during the thirty year war.
I myself, was a journalist,
working on the war. 
I used to travel to war zones a lot…”

- Girls at Checkpoints
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Two words that resonated in this exercise were the words: ‘checkpoints’ and
‘secrets’.

A further discussion about this led the ar�sts to take the following two
decisions:

1) The play would be about women, and their war �me experiences of
checkpoints.

2) The play would hold together stories of varying degrees of public
knowledge (or secrets). In keeping with this, the team realized they
already had a) a story that everyone knew (Krishan� Kumaraswamy); b) a
story that very few people knew (the two li�le girls); and a story that no
one knew (the war journalist).

The ar�sts now had three parallel storylines that could be further explored
and integrated to present broader underlying themes to audiences: themes
of war and women’s secrets within war.

Once the research element to these main storylines was completed, the
storyboarding commenced. Thus far there were three stories of abuse of
young women at checkpoints. The basic structural premise for the concept
was in place. Now the worlds in which these incidents took place needed to
be developed in order to create believable stories and characters.
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‘I stayed silent. 
For many years, I didn’t say a word. 
I thought about my silence,
when I read about the two little girls 
who had to live with their awful secret 
as they returned to their abusers
every day. 
And I realized…
Wars are dotted with checkpoints,
And women’s secrets.’

- Girls at Checkpoints
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Keep telling stories. 
Keep looking for the untold stories.
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This resource pack was produced as part of the 'Artist Research, Archiving and Documentation Project' of 
Stages Theatre Group.
 
Through this project, practicing artists engaged in systematic and critical analysis of their own work, analysing 
a decade worth of theatre productions and processes of Stages Theatre Group. The decade spanned the 
immediate ten years after the end of the civil war in Sri Lanka (2009 to 2019).
 
Sixteen resource packs, such as this one, were created for publication in Sinhala, Tamil and English. Each 
resource pack, written and researched by artists, examines the surrounding socio-political context within 
which these productions were created and analyses the creative decisions taken within the process. 
Supporting video material was also created as part of this initiative. All material produced through this 
research project can be found at  www.stages.lk
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